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BATTLE AND BETRAYAL A KNIGHT AND HIS SQUIRE
? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous race.".Now it befell, by the ordinance
of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the
chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted
down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and
mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the
pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..Ibn es
Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.When the king heard his
vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there
till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.Then El Abbas took leave of
the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a
window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his
colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed
his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O
my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation
befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn
[and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.The vizier's story pleased the
king and he bade depart to his dwelling..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer
who endured before me many a year..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay
yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will
address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou
slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he
belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame
and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not
hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline;
indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).The Second Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my
love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding
delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart,
indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand
to us for rain. (65).? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this
king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by
Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the
poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from
my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".?
? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay.."O king,"
answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me
and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent
and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman
found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be
The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him
privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the
money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than
myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the
market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and
his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but
he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi
answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with
him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..Now I
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had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her make the
ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another
pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the flags
withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory and
washed..112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them
write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The
book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of
life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer
of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of
God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I
fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the
most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be
present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind,
we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found
nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame
before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near
the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up
this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they
searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..Presently, her brothers returned,
whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and
if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there
appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide
and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my
genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him
of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become
the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.71. Yehya ben
Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down
at the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and
forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the
Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and
the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in
this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that
this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou
desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".?Story of Prince
Bihzad..On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who
should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance,
disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will
you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked
and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this
night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced
and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered
and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with
him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon
Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with
discourse..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be
marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging
and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then
he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and
drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hidingplace and took the pot.37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put
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in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one
of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.'
And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread
and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.'
They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the
vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.".?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S
STORY..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL
BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the
boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of
merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing
about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating
them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.'
Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by
reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the
sea..So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed
on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he
repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they
brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what
the king should do with him..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the
burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the
tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit
us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their
nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself,
'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise,
thou, and go away.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence
honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths
of Paradise we lay,.When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I
rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my
back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and
behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!"
(90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing
its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy
troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went
forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and
taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight],
and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart
the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.9. Noureddin Ali
and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).? ? ?
? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i.
174..? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the regal estate..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild
Ass dcxi.When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are
assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the
prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and
lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most
High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is
shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they
tell that.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself
Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the
deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done,
whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with
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thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another
hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?'
And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the
property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather
sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of
mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..When came the night, the vizier
presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.? ? ? ? ? What is
there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two
horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the
young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the
damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves
about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared
on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The
young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..Then he
sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es
Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me
largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall
neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take
up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.104. El
Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of
silver so white..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy
soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him
and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden
was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before
the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them."
"By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast
lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the
eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head,
weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face
swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and
came hither, that I might tell you the news.".I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my
shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a
Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had
sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a
great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to
look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman
followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's
space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I
have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware
lest thou cross me;' and went away..So he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up
to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the
Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire
the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and
ruler of [all] countries!".When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt
el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first
mode and sang the following verses:.All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O
Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the
dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which
betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with
jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand,
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said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the
following verses:.94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against
certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds
should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they
may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David
withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he
showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that
which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..The season
of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her
mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three
other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him!
How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again
to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not
worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out
at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not
worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which
we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..?STORY OF
THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Where is a
man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required
of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king, that.His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its
day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley.
This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all
kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers.
(208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned
to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant
largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and
salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom
had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and
she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and
his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that
He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to
her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and
when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my
sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave
of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding
favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.? ? ? ?
? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".Thy presence honoureth
us and we, i. 13..The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou
see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had
had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she
seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and
said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth
watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and]
covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with
me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold,
thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught,
and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.When El Aziz
had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as
they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came
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before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad
and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor
old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of
their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the
king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of
the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou
lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most
High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the
Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and
appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied
themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that
which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the
Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also
rejoiced in them..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the
islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of
finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was
calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his
house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding
joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother
consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years passed..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her,
"Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he
heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of
them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and
justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come
forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel
had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of
mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as
follows:].Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her
loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was
even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:
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